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The 2024 Morristown Christmas Parade is in the books and a great parade it was.   With over 140 businesses 

and organizations participating, the crowd on the street was treated to a wide display of ñChristmasyò entries, 

highlighting this yearôs FUN theme, ñChristmas in Candylandò.  Many hours of work and preparation went 

into making the parade entertaining, successful and safe and we have many, many people and organizations 

to thank. 

A very special thanks to our Presenting Sponsor, Morristown Pediatric Dentistry for their generous sponsor-

ship.   We also thank Blue Ridge Title/Carroll Anderson & Foust, Lakeway Christian Academy, TCAT Mor-

ristown and Walters State Community College for sponsoring the professional floats, as well as to all our 

business and organization entrants.     

We had a great group of volunteers who worked on the planning committee, chaired by Lisa Grooms.   Com-

mittee members include Lisa Baker, Pete Barile, Chris Bell, Paul Brown, Susie Cox, Lt. Ken Hinkle, Sgt. 

Diana Morgan, Becky Hodge, Adam Ivy, Jordan Leach, Pat Mattis, Kat Morilak, Rhonda Norris, Jim Price, 

Hope Ross, Tony Sellars, Leigh Sempkowski, David Slack, Angel Soza, Matthew Ulrich and Mike Walker.   

These committee members were assisted and supported by the amazing folks at the City of Morristownð

City Council & Administration, Public Works Department, Police Department, Parks & Rec Department and 

Fire Department; the Hamblen County Commission, Hamblen County Sheriffôs Department; and Hamblen 

County Emergency Management Team; The Morristown Hamblen Rescue Squad.   

Another special group to thank are those businesses along the parade route who so generously allowed us to 

use their parking lots and facilities to stage the parade, including Morristown Utilities, Mayes Mortuary, First 

Baptist Church, First Presbyterian Church, All Saints Episcopal Church, Hamblen County Farm Bureau and 

HomeTrust Bank.   We also appreciate the cooperation of all businesses downtown and along Main Street for 

being supportive and joining in the fun of parade night.  

We also want to thank the Citizen Tribune, WCRK and WJDT for helping us share information about the 

parade and keep the public informed  

It was an honor to recognize recently retired Hamblen County Mayor Bill Brittain as our Parade Grand Mar-

shall and we appreciate the team with Morristownôs First Fire Truck who provided the transportation for 

Grand Marshall Brittain.   

And, last, but certainly not least, we were thrilled to have our most special guest, Santa Claus, who took the 

time from his VERY busy schedule to make a quick trip to Morristown to join our parade.   

 

For a list of Parade Winners and Photos, see page 3 



Get A Boutique Passport For Christmas Shopping Ideas 
With Christmas on the doorstep, I want to highlight an initiative of our Chamber/Downtown/Tourism pro-
grams and that is the new Boutique Passport.  This passport is your discount shopping book for Chamber 
member boutiques and we already have a wait list of those who want to participate when we do the reprint.  
These passports can be picked up at the Chamber of Commerce or participating businesses and include those 
listed on page 4. 

 

Initiatives like these incentivize the consumer to shop local and create awareness of the large number of unique 
shopping destinations in our community. We know this passport isnôt all inclusive, but it isnôt meant to be. It is 
some of the top picks in the community and most importantly, it is made up of chamber members. Membership 
has its privileges, and this is another free (or near free by offering a small discount) that small businesses can 
receive marketing to tens of thousands of potential customers.  

 

We know how easy it is to slip down some of the most crowded highways in our neighboring counties, but re-
member, it is important in a community like ours to remember those business and industries that support our 
community and return that support to them as much as possible. Also, when shopping local, you are doing 
your part in supporting local education as 50% of the local option sales tax goes toward education. Your future 
workforce and the success of your business depends on an educated workforce and these sales tax dollars drive 
our local success.   
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First Place Float çWright Customs, LLC 
Second Place FloatçAllegra Printing  

Third Place FloatçThe Manning Family  
First Place CarçQuality Plumbing  

Second Place CarçCummins  
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https://visitmorristowntn.com/shop/  

https://visitmorristowntn.com/shop/
https://visitmorristowntn.com/shop/


р 



с 

mailto:membership@morristownchamber.com?subject=HYPE%20Christmas%20Party%20-%20Dec%2012th
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mailto:downtown@morristownchamber.com?subject=New%20Years%20Eve%20on%20Main
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Plans Underway for January  
Future Ready Expo 

 
The Chamber, HC*Excell and the Hamblen County De-
partment of Education are again partnering to plan the up-
coming Future Ready Expo.  
This yearôs theme ï Unlock 
Your Future ï provides 8th 
grade students the ñkeysò to 

unlock their future through the exploration of various career and job 
opportunities in Morristown and the Lakeway Area.  The event is 
scheduled for Wednesday, January 15, 2025, at the Walters State 
Great Smoky Mountains Expo Center.   
 
The event planning committee is currently seeking business exhibi-

tors.  Participation is 
FREE of charge.  This 
is a wonderful oppor-
tunity to provide infor-
mation that could guide students as they begin 
their high school path of instruction.  If you and 
your business are interested in being an exhibitor 
at this yearôs FRE event, please go to https://
www.futurereadyexpo.com to sign up.  Deadline 
is December 13th.  For questions, feel free to con-
tact Jodi Barnard at the Chamber office at 423/586
-6382. 

https://www.futurereadyexpo.com/businesspartners
https://www.futurereadyexpo.com/businesspartners


Aundrea Salyer, MBA 
KOSBE Executive Director 
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aƛŎƘƻŀŎŀƴ ! tŜŘƛǊ ŘŜ .ƻŎŀ 
нфл b CŀƛǊƳƻƴǘ !ǾŜ 
tƘƻƴŜΥ пно-уоф-лпср 
9ƳŀƛƭΥ ŎŀǎǝƭƭƻψŘŜƭŜƻƴϪƘƻǘƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ tŀƎŜ 
hǾƛŘƛƻ /ŀǎǝƭƭƻΣ hǿƴŜǊ 
LŎŜ /ǊŜŀƳ ϧ 5ŜǎǎŜǊǘ {ƘƻǇ 
 
 
.ǳŘƎŜǘ .ƭƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ wƻƎŜǊǎǾƛƭƭŜ 
мнр {ǘŀǇƭŜǘƻƴ [ƴΣ {ǘŜ м 
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{ƛƳǇƭƛ W .ƻǳǝǉǳŜ 
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9ƳŀƛƭΥ ǎƛƳǇƭƛƧōƻǳǝǉǳŜϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ tŀƎŜ 
{ƻƳŜǊ WŜƴƪƛƴǎΣ hǿƴŜǊ 
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wŜŎŜƛǇǘ tŀǇŜǊ 
tŀǇŜǊ wƻƭƭǎ 
aŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ LƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ wŜƭŀǘŜŘ 
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ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦǊƻǎŜƭŀƴŘƅƻǊƛǎǘΦƴŜǘκ 
{ƘŀǊƻƴ wƻōƛƴǎƻƴΣ hǿƴŜǊ 
CƭƻǊƛǎǘ {ƘƻǇ 
DƛƊǎ 
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