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Scenes From the 114th Annual Meeting 
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Let the Chamber Help You Market...Through Sponsorships 
As spring approaches, so does the Chamberôs planning for this yearôs events. It is shaping up to be a busy year 
with several major events. We will be having 5 Concerts on the Green this year spanning May-October exclud-
ing July 4th as Cherokee Park and Hamblen County will be having their annual event on that Friday. We do 
have a few sponsorships left for this series and if you have attended a concert recently, you can see the attend-
ance ranges between 200-500 per concert.  Concert goers range from retirees to young families.  We have 
something for everyone.   

With all of our sponsorships, we can give you a feel for attendance and audience age, and, as with any market-
ing, it is important to appeal to your target audience.  I think we can all agree that while Facebook marketing is 
free and can reach a large audience,éis it your audience?!  Participation in sponsorships provides the benefit 
of having that spot on social media, but it CERTAINLY isnôt limited to thaté. All of our events also allow 
you not to just sponsor but to be involvedðinvite customers and employees, show off your services and prod-
ucts, and make it an interactive experience. We would honestly ask that you do be involved as the return on 
your investment can be more measured this way rather than paying a price and praying for results.  

The Small Business Awards and the Business Showcase are also very popular events and supporting these 
events help to honor and promote small business which is the majority of business in our community. Again, 
these are opportunities to be present. Yes, you can be on a banner, but be there in person, shake hands and do 
business face to face.  

The Industrial Appreciation Breakfast is also very popular with over 200 attendees each year and sponsorships 
selling out early. This is an opportunity to meet and mingle with industry professionals, many who may use the 
services that your business offers.  This event is not open to the general membership, so a sponsorship is a way 
to secure your place at this ñinvitation onlyò event. 

Our Golf Tournament, Annual Meeting and Christmas Parade are other ways you can help support the Cham-
ber by marketing your business through a sponsorship.  Continue to check the Chamber Newsletter for other 
opportunities and be on the lookout for a comprehensive lists of Chamber events to partner with in the coming 
year! 
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https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/5oxp5du2a3xn46cdxq452/2025-Annual-Meeting-Video-Presentation.mp4?rlkey=jomvkqlnkxt5hc062a8kdr6wm&st=jgt38ecg&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/5oxp5du2a3xn46cdxq452/2025-Annual-Meeting-Video-Presentation.mp4?rlkey=jomvkqlnkxt5hc062a8kdr6wm&st=jgt38ecg&dl=0
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Future Ready Expo helps students óUnlock their Futureô 
 
For the sixth year, the Morristown Area Chamber of Commerce partnered with the 
Hamblen County School System, HC*Excell and Walters State Community Col-
lege to host the Future Ready Expo on January 15 at the Walters State Great 
Smoky Mountains Expo Center.  While the snowy and cold weather in the Lake-
way area disrupted many school schedules, more than 1,000 8th-grade students 
from Hamblen and Greene counties enjoyed a day of networking with businesses 
and industries representing sectors in Advanced Manufacturing; Trade & Industry; 
Public Safety, Emergency Services & Healthcare; and Business, IT, Retail & Hos-
pitality Services. 

 
Over 80 exhibitors from Morristown and the surrounding area 
participated to offer hands-on, interactive activities such as 
decorating cupcakes, flying a plane or painting a vehicle on 
simulators, making toothpaste, practicing CPR, walking 
through a food truck, and so much more.  Workforce Devel-
opment continues to be a focus for the Chamber and this 
event allows these students to further explore career opportu-
nities that exist in their hometown, which hopefully inspires 
them as they prepare to choose classes for high school. 

 
Prior to the event, a con-
test was held for high school students to design a logo using this yearôs event 
them ï Unlock Your Future.  The logo chosen was designed by Kishi Truong 
in Mrs. Kerry Gatlinôs Digital Arts & Design class at West High School. 
 
The committee also recognized the efforts that the exhibitors put into their ex-
hibits, displays and activities by presenting an award in each sector.  This year 
OTICS USA, Inc.was recognized in Advanced Manufacturing, Morristown 
EAA Chapter 1494 in Trade & Industry, WSCC Surgical Technology Program 
in Public Safety, Emergency Services & Healthcare, and the Lakeway Area 
Association of 
Realtor in 
Business, IT, 
Retail & Hos-
pitality Ser-
vices. 
 
Many thanks to 
these addition-

al contributors that assisted in making the event a 
success ï MAHLE Engine Components, Morris-
town Utilities, Lakeway Area Association of Real-
tors, Carlyle Capital, Food City, English Mountain 

Water, 
Eastman Credit Union, TCAT 
Morristown, Morristown Hamblen 
EMA, Team Technologies and 
Morristown Landing.  And a Spe-
cial Thanks to all the businesses, 
industries and organizations that 
exhibited and interacted with the 

students. 
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Upcoming HYPE Events 
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